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Nixon was President, Streisand’s The Way We Were topped the charts and,
hard as it is for us to believe, people flinched at paying an average of 53 cents
for a gallon of gas. It was 1974 and Founder and President Vincent Strully
incorporated what would become The New England Center For Children.

Dedicated to providing ground breaking educational services for
children with autism and related disorders, NECC welcomed its
first students with a vision of bringing out potential and creating
productive lives. Through the hard work, commitment and talent of
its senior administration, staff, teachers, parents and more, NECC
has grown to today be recognized as a leader in this specialized field

of education.

The timeline running along the bottom of the pages in this issue of The Open Door provides a snapshot of the major
milestones in NECC'’s history. Of course, for every milestone listed here there are hundreds of stories of personal

achievement and growth for our students, their families and our staff. We invite you, too, to share your NECC stories
and join us in celebrating this special occasion as we look toward the next 30 years and what they will hold for NECC.
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Grant News

Autism Speaks, formerly known as The Autism
Coalition for Research and Education, has awarded NECC
a $10,000 grant to fund the implementation

of the Autism Curriculum Encyclopedia (ACE). (For

more information on the ACE, see related article on page 6.)

This is the second grant that NECC has received for

this project from the Autism Coalition, which raises
funds, distributes grants, and raises public awareness
about autism.

Cisco Systems, Inc. has awarded NECC a grant of
networking products with a total value of over $60,000.

NECC will use the Cisco hardware to deploy the Autism
Curriculum Encyclopedia (ACE) to Partner Classrooms
in the local area. Cisco Systems, Inc. is the worldwide
leader in networking for the Internet.

The Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association
(MCMA) has awarded NECC a grant of $8,500 to
purchase communication devices. The MCMA was
founded by Paul Revere in 1795, and now has more than
200 members. The Association’s mission is to help human
beings live up to their potential to become productive

members of society.

NECC Hosts Training for DEEC and DSS

NECC recently hosted a training
workshop about the treatment of
autism for more than 30 DEEC
(formerly the Office of Child Care Services)
and DSS (Department of Social Services)
staffers this past summer. Senior
NECC clinicians Dan Gould,

Allen Karsina and Richard Gratff,
Speech/Language Director Laura

Hutt, and Health Services Director
Pamela Peck presented on topics
including characteristics of children
with autism, communication issues
and training, Applied Behavior
Analysis and psychopharmacological

information presented would be
very helpful in their work. NECC
appreciated the opportunity to
promote a better understanding
of the issues surrounding care and

treatment Of our students.

interventions, and treatment
monitoring systems. Participant

comments indicated they felt the

Starting with six children

NECC Founder Vincent
Strully incorporates

the Efficacy Research
Institute, devoted to
providing educational
services to children
with autism and related
disorders.

from the adult ward of a
state institution and

a staff of eight teachers, ERI
opens a residential school
on the grounds of Taunton
State Hospital, considered
“one of a kind” for its use of
Applied Behavior Analysis.

At the request of the MA
Department of Education,
Efficacy Research
Institute of Framingham

is established when ERI
assumes control of a
failing school for boys with
autism in Framingham.



familyprofile

The Lionettas

Any 30" anniversary celebration provides a
chance to look back, and share stories of the
past and present. For NECC it’s been 30 years
filled with stories of students and their families
who have come to the school with the hope of
bringing out potential and creating productive
lives. This is William’s story.

For William, a current NECC student transitioning into
his public school system in Andover, MA, “It’s been a
story of phenomenal success,” according to his proud
mother Bernadette Lionetta. William came to NECC
over four years ago at the age of three. His family
home is in Andover and attending NECC would mean
at least two hours in the car each day, but his family
decided it was the best place for William.

Just out of Early Intervention, William arrived at NECC
with little or no speech and exhibiting numerous
inappropriate behaviors. “But, with the individual
attention he received from the caring teachers at
NECC, William’s progress was even more than | might
have expected in a lifetime.”

William’s story is not just his alone, Bernadette is quick
to point out. “As it is with many of the other NECC
families that | know, NECC has been very important

to our whole family.” His teachers have always made

The Commonwealth of MA approves
plans to merge the two ERI programs
into one community-based school,
The New England Center for Autism
(NECA), with multiple group homes
and a centrally located school building
in the Metro West region.

William celebrates bis graduation from the
NECC preschool with his Mom and sisters,
Angelina and Francesca, last August.

sure that William’s two sisters were included in and
understood his treatment. “We feel they have become
like a part of our family.” In fact the Lionettas have
stayed in touch with every one of William’s teachers

— even attending one of their recent weddings. “It's a
feeling we haven’t found anywhere else,” she adds.

So William’s NECC story began with a decision to make
a 52-mile drive each way, each day - but according to
Bernadette, it was “So worth it!” On William’s first day
in his new public school his teacher posed the question
to the class, “What do you want out of life?” Amid a
full gamut of grand replies, William answered, “I just
want to be like all the other kids | know.” And, with the
help of NECC, Bernadette adds, “He’s getting closer to
that goal everyday.”

Backed by creative financial
strategies NECA is able to
construct a spacious, specially
designed school building with fully
modern classrooms. In addition,
NECA opens 11 group homes in
the Metro West region.

The New England
Center for Autism
incorporates under
its new name — The
New England Center
For Children (NECC).



Don’t Miss NECC’s Research Newsletter Online

summarize major developments as we learn of them, and

Several times a year NECC publishes its Research

Newsletter to let families, practitioners, researchers, to point readers to credible sources of further informa-

and others in the NECC community know about some tion. Along the way, we provide some tips on how to

sift through the ever-increasing and confusing array of
g g g y

of the research being conducted at NECC and elsewhere.

The most recent issue, as well as an archive of past reports about autism, and treatments for it, to determine

which are reliable, and Why‘

issues, is now available online in the Research section of

our website, necc.org. You can also sign up through the

! . 1 1 i The latest issue includes an article on Thimerosal
website to receive the newsletter by mail or e-mail.

(a preservative used in some vaccines since the 1930’s) as
well as a Readers’ Forum and an overview of current

NECC research.

Of course, we can’t begin to cover all of the burgeon-

ing research on autism related topics, but we attempt to

“Thanks to everyone for
being there for our

Vinnie Strully has been honored by
his Alma Mater, Newark Acadeny
in Livingston, NJ, as the Alumni
Association’s Board of Governors’
unanimous choice for the Alumni
Achievement Award. The award is

children — being patient,
teaching them to
communicate and learn,
giving them encouragement,
and applauding all their
baby steps — and the
wonderful big steps too.”

presented annmllly to one gmdwate Nancy Zlotsky, Parent

who has distinguished bim/berself in

tbeirﬁeld cy‘mdmvor whether in pub[if -
life, the professions, the arts or in the Celebratlng

business world. 3 0 Yea rs

NECC enters into a strategic
alliance with Simmons College

to provide a Simmons Master’s
Degree Program in Intensive
Special Needs held completely at
NECC’s Southborough campus.

NECC establishes its center-based
preschool program providing
intensive behavioral instruction
and opportunities for integration
with typical peers for young
children with autism and PDD.

NECC develops its first
Public School Research
Program by introducing a
model classroom in the
Worcester Public Schools.



If you're showing your NECC pride, send us your
photos and they may be included in the next issue
of The Open Door. Submit your photo with a short
description to Mary Ellen Parzych, NECC, 33
Turnpike Road, Southborough, MA 01772, or by

e—mail at mparzych@necc.org.

Jean Leone, parent of NECC student Matthew, sold
tickets to her local AA-Affiliate baseball team, the Norwich
Navigators of Norwich, CT, and as a result received a
$1,000 donation to NECC. Jean was presented with the
check at the Navigators game in August and Matthew’s
brother Dominic was there to throw out the first pitch.

NECC opens its Staff Intensive
Residential Program providing
24-hour educational services
for students who present the
most complex needs including
self-injurious and aggressive
behaviors.

Brian Kelly, uncle of NECC student Matthew, held his

4% Annual Lisbon’s Strongest Man Contest (LSMC) in
June and donated the money to NECC. Each year, Brian’s
friends and family gather for this unique competition held
in Lisbon, CT. This year’s LSMC incorporated a 5K road
race with four “strongman” events in which 15 participants
competed for the coveted Strongest Man title and trophy.
The event was a Herculean success and the proceeds tipped
the scales at over $4,500!

NECC celebrates its 25" anniversary hosting a
gala celebration at Boston’s World Trade Center
with Senator Edward Kennedy and Mayor
Thomas Menino in attendance.

NECC receives the National Award for Model
Professional Development from the US
Department of Education.



Team NECC

NECC’s ACE

The Autism Curriculum Encyclopedia (ACE) is a
revolutionary computerized database currently being
developed by NECC that includes curriculum, assessment
tools and reports to educate children with autism and
related disorders. ACE is based on NECC's 30 years

of experience in conjunction with the latest research on
effective instruction strategies for working with children
with autism.

Through the ACE, teachers and specialists will be able to

access an entire curriculum in one centralized location,

including curriculum templates that provide step-by-step
instructions to teach over 800 skills. Each curriculum
template will be accompanied by a video clip that
demonstrates the skill being taught. Also incorporated into
the computerized curriculum templates will be numerous
modifications that will enable teachers to address the
individual learning style of each child. The ultimate goal of
the ACE project is to share this computerized curriculum
encyclopedia with others in the field across the world.
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8 8 8 NECC begins its 30" year as an
> internationally recognized leader in
(- the field of education for children with
NECC kicks off its Capital 4 autism and related disorders. NECC staff,
NECC opens a new, state- Campaign to help with the - numbering in the hundreds, currently
of-the-art preschool and mission of opening doors 4 serves over 200 students between the
early childhood center at for children with autism and s ages of 2 and 22 from across the US
its Southborough site. other related disorders. and several foreign countries.
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Parents’ Organization Holds 6'" Annual Family Day

NECC's playgrounds and gym were
filled with activities and fun as our
Parents’ Organization held its 6
annual Famﬂy Day in June. Coordi-
nated by the organization’s Activities
Committee, Family Day provides the
perfect opportunity for families and
students to have a great time while
meeting or getting reacquainted with
other NECC families. With volunteer
assistance from NECC Adapted Phys-
ical Education Specialists, students
and siblings enjoyed a

moon bounce and other playground
activities, and everyone cooled down
on the hot day with delicious ice

cream sundaes.

Celebrating 30 Years

“Teachers that help people of special needs are truly a blessing.”
The Lawson Family

“NECC has been the main bastion of behavior analysis in Massachusetts for decades.”
David Palmer

“It is difficult to put into words how truly grateful we are for all that you do.”
Sallie & Jon Wood, Parents

NECC receives the prestigious NECC celebrates its 30™

SABA Award for Enduring Anniversary with a gala event
Programmatic Contributions where former Governor of

in Behavior Analysis from the Massachusetts, Michael Dukakis,
Association for Behavior is presented with NECC'’s

Analysis (ABA.) Children of Promise Award.



Annual Fund & Capital Campaign Support Reaches New Levels

Last year, NECC raised over $450,000 through its Annual Fund & Capital Campaign which allow us to provide our students
with a superior learning environment so they can reach their unique, fullest potential. By supporting NECC, the following

individuals have directly affected a child’s ability to live a productive, happy life. We thank them for their generosity and invite
you to join in supporting our students by giving to NECC.

ANNUAL FUND
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Mr. & Mrs. John E. Potyraj
Catherine Prejs

Mary D. Prendergast

Whit Pyle

Quinn Project Management Services

Paterno Quintas

Richard J. Ragone
James & Cathleen Ranalli
Adella Randazzo

Alan J. Ratcliffe

Diane Raymond

Dan Rea

Jeffrey Read

Mary Reardon

Lee & Laura Reddin
Paula Reilly

Joseph & Lois Reilly
Divino Ribeiro

George L. Rice

Eugene & Dolores Richard
Richard J. Ragone Company, Inc.
Eileen Rielly

Roy & Carol Rioux

Erica Rioux

Michael Robbins

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Roche
Rockwell Roofing, Inc.

Steven & Shari Rogers
David Rogers

Robert J. Rogers

Raymond & Ann Marie Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey W. Ronner
Griffin Rooker

Joyce Rosenfeld & Jill DeBender
Leo Rosenfield

Margaret Ross

Dana C. Rowan

Rt. 20 Animal Clinic

Sharon Ruatto-Steadman
Lou Rubino

Donald & Violet Ruschman
Dorothy Ryan

Thomas Ryan

Bernard & Diane Ryan
William & Marie Ryder
Pasquale & Kathleen Sacco
Andrew Sacher

Samantha Sadler

Howard & Nancy Safran

Mr. & Mrs. Alan S. Saks
Gary & Staci Saks

Pam Jean Salo

Patsy & Ann Santa Maria
Francis & Patricia Santy

Lori Saunders

Gerald & Susan Savitsky
John & Karen Scales
Timothy & Karen Scanlan
Joseph & Jean Scarlata

Lee & Oliva Scaros

Michael & Rhonda Scherer
William Schlageter, Jr.

Ken & Colleen Schmidlein
Kevin & Allison Schmidlein
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Jon & Rosemary Schneider
Andrew Schorr
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Abby Schwartz
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Herman & Freida Seidner
Phil & Debbie Seidner
Michael Selinger

Andrew & Tammy Selinger
Christopher Senie

David & Linda Shaffer
Michael & Patricia Shannon
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Sheet Metal Workers
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Sibley Associates, Inc.

Dr. & Mrs. Murray Sidman
James & Susan Sidway
Sheldon & Carol Singer
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Skanska USA Building Inc.
David & Susan Sleight
Marguerite M. Smith
Todd & Kimberly Smith
Anderson Smith

Kathleen Smith

John J. Smith



Snap-On Inc.

Scott Soderberg
Softchoice Corporation
Jeffrey Sean Space

Spinelli Ravioli MFG Co., Inc.
Spinelli’s Function Facilities
Richard J. Splaine

Stafford Concepts LLP
Jeffrey & Lois Stark

David & Sharon Steadman
Richard & Anne Stein

Stephen J. Wessling-Architects Inc.

Christina Stone

John & Eileen Stone
Susie Sullivan

Sunrise Technologies
John A. H. Sutich

Mary Sweeney

Allison Sweeney

Richard Sweeney

Randy & Vicki Sweeney
Dan & Tracey Sweeney
Kathryn Takisaki

Target

Thomas Tashea

Team AVS, Inc.

Tectura

Mr. & Mrs. William Tedeschi
Robert & Nancy Tempesta
The George McKenna Insurance
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The UPS Store

The Wayland Group, Inc.
Douglas Thompson

Paul Thomson

Benjamin Thuma
Rosemary Tierney
Tilemasters

George Tkalcevic
Kimberly S. Todd

Diane P Todd

Patsy & Frances Tomaiolo
Peter & Mary Tomaiolo
Sharon J. Touchette
William J. Towey

Robert Travaglini

Robert & Nancy Trostler
Matt Troutman

Suzanne Trudeau

Michael & Laurie Twohig
Peter Tyson

Patrice A. Underwood
Unitil

UnumProvident Life Insurance
William & Nicola Uzell
Joseph Vachon

John & Maria Vafiades
Ellen Van Nest

Paul & Ann Vasington
Sorin & Luminita Vatasoiu
Mark & Astrid Vaughan
John & Janet Venti
Verizon Foundation

Lisa Violette

Andrew Volk

James E. Wallace, Jr.

Ann Walsh

Terry Ward

Wayne Warwick

Toby Wawrzynowicz

Wolfgang & Brigitte Wehmann
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Weil

Arnold Weinberg & Inge Toftegaard
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Wells
Richard & Nancy Shohet West
Mindy Wilensky

Burton Winnick

Susan Wiskowski

Leszek Wojciechowski

Gary & Bonnie Wolf

John B. & Barbara Wood
World Reach, Inc.

X.G.E. Inc. D/B/A Voodoo Grill
Julie Yankauskas

Dave & Anne Yas

Mary Alice Yates

Carolina Yera

Sheila Young

David R Young

Albert & Judith Zabin

Fred Zarinetchi & Mary Petricone
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Christine Zicaro

Frank & Rose Ann Zicaro
Carmine & Mary Anne Zicaro
Andrew Zimmerman

Joe Ziska

Norman Zlotsky
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listed from 10/01/04
through 11/22/05.

CAPITAL FUND

Anonymous

Anonymous - in memory of
Kiki Niedermeyer

Mark & Heather Adams

Bay Colony Development Corp.

Bay State Federal Savings Charitable

Foundation

Andrew Budson & Amy Null
James & Peggy Burling

Glenn & Kimberly Carberry
Citizens Bank of Massachusetts
Betsy Dange

Michael Downey

Neal Faulkner

Financial Security Assurance
Katherine E. Foster

Paul & Barbara Frey

Marvin & Virginia Geller
Thomas J. Hollister

Harry & Sally Hutson

Peter & Jan Johnson

Kearney, Donovan & McGee, RC.
David & Barrie King

Warren Lawson

John & Michele Lawton
Donald & Jean Leone
RoseAnn Lovely

Marsh USA, Inc.

William & Angela Masiello
Robert & Susan McCabe

Ben & Joanne Niedermeyer
Carl H. Novotny

Peter G. Gombosi Memorial Fund for
Autism Research and Services
Vincent Strully, Jr.

Dan & Tracey Sweeney
Richard & Margaret Thompson
Jonathan & Wandajune Towle
Glenn & Peggy Tso

Wilmer, Cutler, Pickering,
Hale & Dorr LLP

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Wilson
Rexh & Shpresa Xhakli

Norwood & Miriam Beveridge
Charles & Carolyn Coleman
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Robert & Colleen McCabe
Ruy & Lucila Ohno-Machado
Edward Rogers

Richard & Nancy Tarulli

Steve Edelstein

David & Karen Federbush
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Co., LLC

Thomas & Anna Maroselli

Lowell & Susan Ackerman
Peter D’Arrigo

John & Nancy Davis
Thomas & Ann Edwards

Page Wasson
Rodman Ford Sales
James & Kimberly Schwab

AAA Chimney Corporation
AA Interior, Inc.
Anonymous

Ari Group, Inc.

Steve Atlas

Lynwood & Linee Baird
Rita J. Bigelow

Faton Burgjja

Patricia P Burns

Robert Cafasso

Dennis & Ellen Carrigan
Ronald & Maria Cordaro
Fariborz Damanpour

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Dichiara
Joan Doherty

Eric & June Duessel
Geoffrey Rehnert
Garfield Industries

Drita Gashi

Robert V. Green

Michael & Theresa Hawley
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Hessler
Rodney K. Hobbs
Katherine Howell
Hygrade Lamp Inc.
Besim & Mevlude Idrizi
Joseph F. Inzinna
William Wingate Jackson
Hugh R. Jones, Jr.

Paul M. Keating, Jr.
Elaine LaCoursiere

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Lane
Beverly Luacaw

Michele Formosa Marofi
Adelina Mekvli

Karen Murphy

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P Newhouse
Philip & Elise Orlando
Herbert & Sybil Paley
Robert & Jessica Palmer
Patients First LLC

Larry Perkins

Gretchen Pfuetze

Mr. & Mrs. Sal Privitera
Gay B. Prizio

Joseph T. Rae, Jr.

Karen Runstein

Jon & Rosemary Schneider
Steve Seidman

Herman & Frida Seidner
Phil & Debbie Seidner
John Shelby

David & Susan Sleight
Peter Stamberg

Julia Tempesta

The Fox Family Foundation
Tibo Lumber

Sally T. Truesdale
Verizon Foundation
Francis H. Walsh, Jr.
Jonathan & Sallie Wood
Nassrin Iromloo Zahedi



“I was very impressed by the professionalism and “Having viewed programs in most of the states,
competence demonstrated by all the staff at the it was mostpleasmg to see a program of such
Center, their dedication towards their students, unusually high quality as that observed at the
and the quality of their interactions with each New England Center for Children”
other. It is obvious that they are highly skilled in Dennis H. Reid, Ph.D.

the practices of positive ABA principles!” Executive Director

Habilitative Management Consultants, Inc.

Cath Sumpter
Lecturer in Psychology
The University of Waikato, New Zealand

Celebrating 30 Years

2 The New Enqland Center
‘L FOR CHILDREN

J e Eperr Doors ©
33 Turnpike Road
Southborough, MA 01772-2108

We'd like to take this opportunity to recognize NECC staff members on their 5, 10", and 15" year anniveraries.
Congratulations and thanks for your hard work.

June '05: Kenneth Faugno - 10 years, Patrick Njeru - 5 years
]uly '05: Julie Weiss - 15 years, Marlene Cramer - § years, Mike DeMauro - § years
August '05: Carol Benoit - 10 years, Linda Donahue - 15 years, Mark Doten - 10 years, Katherine Foster - 30 years,

Nicole Groskreutz - 5 years, Michele Klein - 15 years, Chad Linstruth - 5 years, Beverly Luacaw - 20
years, T] May - 5 years, Margaret Megan - 5 years, Hajime Okuda - 5 years, Ellen Pearlman - 10 years, June
Sanchez-Kivi - 10 years, Alexandra Stone - 5 years, Vinnie Strully - 30 years, Gillian Warwick - 5 years

September '05: Sarah Buckingham - 5 years, Jennifer Chappeﬂ - § years, Amy Geckeler - 15 years, Amy Hammer - 5 years,
Allen Karsina - 15 years, Utah Nickel - 5 years, Mary Ellen Parzych - 10 years, Alina Pullano - 5 years, Julie
Yankauskas - 5 years

October '05:  Marion Karsina - 15 years, Kimberly Keogh - 15 years, Pam Olsen - 5 yearsy Maureen Ricotta - 5 years, Lila
Shayan - § years, Isaura Tavares - 15 years



